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                ow that coverage 
of the tsunami is beginning 
to fade, it remains to be 
seen whether the impressive 
philanthropic response will 
translate into an increased 
long-term commitment to 
international philanthropic 
giving. For those giving glob-
ally for the first time, I hope 
that your response to this 
tragedy is only the beginning.

Not unlike the outpouring 
of donations that followed 
the aftermath of September 
11, 2001, the tsunami disas-
ter once again unleashed 
the tremendous generosity 
of Americans. Published 
giving estimates report that 
private donations from U.S. 
organizations and individu-
als for tsunami relief have 
passed the $1 billion mark. 

Our small public foundation 
was one of many that wanted 
to help. Following news of 
the disaster, we received an 
urgent appeal from one of 
our grantees in Sri Lanka and 
passed along the message to 
our network of donors. An 
e-mail that was originally 
sent out to a few hundred 
people soon got forwarded to 
their friends, family and col-
leagues around the country. 
Checks ranging from $25 to 
$5,000 began to pour into 
our office from people I had 
never met. 

This outpouring of gen-
erosity has been one of the 
most inspiring experiences of 
my professional life. I feel a 
great sense of hope that when 
their hearts are touched, 
Americans will respond to 

international disasters as they 
do to domestic ones. Yet I 
cannot help but wonder why 
other global tragedies have 
not produced the same level 
of response. 

Slow, Steady Killers
In our rush to help tsunami 
victims, let us also not forget 
the countless others world-
wide who are suffering and 
dying on a daily basis, many 
of whom are children. More 
than 10 million children die 
each year in the developing 
world, the vast majority from 
causes that could be prevent-
ed if only they received basic 
care, nutrition and medical 
treatment. HIV/AIDS claims 
the lives of 6,000 people 
every day, with another 8,000 
becoming newly infected. 

Those disasters may not 
receive the same intensity of 
media attention, because they 
are slow killers rather than 
the result of a single hor-
rific act of nature. Yet, it only 
takes a few days for the death 
toll of children in develop-
ing countries to equal the 
estimated number of innocent 
people who perished from the 
tsunami. 

War and genocide have 
also had a significant impact 
on innocent people the 
world over. In the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo, for 
example, the International 
Rescue Committee estimates 
that nearly 4 million people 
have perished over the past 
six years (31,000 per month). 
The crisis in the Sudan has 
received more attention, but 

Global tragedy did not begin 

or end with the 2004 tsunami. 

Seize a chance to commit to 

international giving.

BY MARC ROSS MANASHIL

World’sDaily
Disasters

DON’T FORGET THE

N

C O M M E N TARY



www.foundationnews.org    FOUNDATION NEWS & COMMENTARY    MARCH/APRIL 2005   35

with at least 70,000 people 
killed and another 2 mil-
lion displaced, the situation 
remains unsettled at best.

One can offer various 
theories to explain why the 
philanthropic response to the 
tsunami has been so immense 
compared to other global 
tragedies. Perhaps, some-
thing about natural disasters 
leads us to personally relate 
to the victims and imagine 
ourselves in a similar cir-
cumstance. Maybe it was the 
suddenness of the destruc-
tion or the helplessness of 
the victims who perished in 
a moment’s notice—as we 
witnessed on September 11, 
2001. Perhaps it was that the 
tsunami was an act of nature 
and not of humans. Maybe 
the intense media coverage 

made the difference.

An Ounce  
of Prevention 
My hope is that the philan-
thropic response to the tsuna-
mi is not a one-time foray 
into global giving until the 
next major natural disaster 
hits, but an opportunity for 
many to begin a lifelong 
commitment to international 
philanthropy. I hope the 
disaster will open our hearts 
and minds to solving global 
problems of poverty, war, 
human rights abuses and 
environmental destruction—I 
hope it motivates us not only 
to respond after the fact, but 
also to act now to prevent the 
world’ s daily disasters. 

If you would like to 
devote some percentage of 

your time and money to 
international causes, now is a 
great time to start. One way 
to get involved is by becom-
ing a member of Grantmak-
ers without Borders (www.
internationaldonors.org), a 
network of funders commit-
ted to promoting global 
social change philanthropy. 
Consider forming or joining 
a global giving circle with 
The Clarence Foundation 
(www.theclarencefoundation.
org). Attend one of the many 
conferences devoted to inter-
national philanthropy around 
the country or join one of the 
many globally focused affinity 
groups on an issue or region 
that resonates with you. 

The post 9/11 environ-
ment has caused some donors 
to hesitate to engage in inter-

national giving. However, the 
greatest barriers to giving 
are psychological, not legal. 
There are strong support net-
works for donors who want 
to engage in cross-border 
philanthropy and some won-
derful U.S.-based intermedi-
aries that make international 
giving both highly accessible 
and influential. If responding 
to the tsunami was one of 
your first international dona-
tions, please consider making 
it an integral part of your 
philanthropic practice.

Marc Ross Manashil is exec-
utive director and co-founder 
of The Clarence Foundation, 
which promotes engaged 
international philanthropy by 
serving as a catalyst for glob-
ally focused giving circles. 
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